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(57) Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a method for 
Inepection of holes using a charged-partcte beam, 
capable of inspecting the conditions of the numerous 
holes in a relatively short time. 

SOLUTION: A control device 11 controls a deflection 
control circuit 7 on the basis of data sboiSt tiie 
positions of contact holes formed in a sample 4, to 
deflect an electron beam EB toward the center portions 
of the contact holes at intervals, the positions of the 
contact holes originating trorr\ the contact hole sen^r^ 
as a reference. The deflection of the etectron beam is 
effected by two deflection coOs 5. 6, in which case the 
electron beam is deflected by a function called the be^m 
shift. 
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